THE   LAST   DAYS   OF   MADRID

that a belief grew up in other countries that the Spanish
Republic had a completely "Red" army and, what was
more, an army out of control. For that reason when
important foreigners visited us after the first days of the
war they could not hide their surprise at seeing the
discipline and self-sacrifice of our brave and suffering
soldiers, the iron will of our commanders and officers, the
vast work which had been necessary to organise in less
than two years an army of 1,500,000 men with more
than 40,000 generals and officers, of whom scarcely ten
per cent were professional soldiers. Their surprise was no
less when they visited the big cities, in which public order
was perfect and where the citizens showed a real sense of
responsibility, suffering every kind of privation, risk and
sacrifice with touching resignation, so that intensive work
was going on in factories and workshops to supply the
necessities of war as well as possible, though most of the
workers were suffering from exhaustion through long
periods of hunger* When these foreign observers saw in
the course of their travels with what faith and enthusiasm
men, women and children offered themselves to work for
their country, in spite of the hideous drama which was a
background to all their activities, our visitors realised that
we were not the "reds" whom they had learned about in
their own country, that we were not robbers who were
letting loose their criminal instincts, but Spaniards
defending their native soil against foreign invasion. It is a
pity that the democratic countries did not have more
intimate contacts with us, because they would have

82